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Aaron W. Smith, Brenda Lane Richardson : In the Black: Live Faithfully, Prosper Financially: The Ultimate 9-
Step Plan for Financial Fitness  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and 
all praised In the Black: Live Faithfully, Prosper Financially: The Ultimate 9-Step Plan for Financial Fitness: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great readBy A. FontenotI love Edgar Wallace's work. This one has 
to be my favorite, although The Door With Seven Locks is a close second. The Black follows the exploits of James 
Lexington Morlake, a notorious bank robber who is known as The Black (hence the title of the book). He is very good 
at what he does; however, he doesn't rob banks for the simple reason of wanting more money. There is much more to 
his intentions than meets the eye. The antagonist is a selfish man named Ralph Hamon. As the story unfolds, we find 
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that Morlake and Hamon know each other quite well. There is a lot of action and intrigue as well as travel. It reminds 
me of the first James Bond movie. My favorite character would have to be Joan Carston. She has quite a head on her 
shoulders. She is romantically pursued by Hamon all the while falling in love with Morlake. I love this book and enjoy 
all the twists and turns the story takes. This is not a quick read as the book has 68 chapters. But, if you're like me, you 
won't be able to put it down.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy DebraGreat book0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CSReally enjoyed this book! Great information!

With economic uncertainty reaching unprecedented levels, Aaron W. Smith's accessible nine-step plan to take control 
of your financial future will resonate whether you're just starting out or finding yourself midlife with concerns about 
your retirement. In The Black will transform your retirement plans, regardless of income, by offering concrete advice 
on what opportunities are available and using real-life examples to illustrate how anyone can achieve their financial 
dreams be they middle- aged and facing debt or actively saving since their early twenties. In clear, easy-to-follow 
steps, readers will learn how to:Overcome historical resistance to investingSave for retirement while keeping kinship 
ties intactUse faith as a motivator for saving and strengthening financial disciplineBreak through denial about changes 
in Social Security and pension plans. . . and much more.

From Publishers WeeklyStarred . Veteran financial adviser Smith focuses on the financial needs of African-
Americans, emphasizing the importance of saving, budgeting, investing in retirement plans and risk management, all 
with an eye to historical patterns that may impede African-Americans from attaining financial security (such as the 
community's resistance to investing). Sprinkling the text with references to spirituality and to his Aunt WaWa's no-
nonsense advice, Smith shares uplifting case studies of clients and public figures, ranging from the wealthy and 
successful (e.g., Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas, a multimillionaire couple, a single mother and successful 
entrepreneur) to those struggling to find their financial footing (e.g., one man fighting to rebuild his life 
postincarceration and another who successfully overcame the addictions that had destroyed his family life and left him 
destitute). With nine million African-American baby boomers slated to retire between now and 2029 and the current 
economic crisis testing the confidence of the public at large, Smith's work is a timely volume urging individuals at all 
income levels to improve their financial literacy and take control of their economic futures. (May) Copyright copy; 
Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. ldquo;Smithrsquo;s work is a timely 
volume urging individuals at all income levels to improve their financial literacy and take control of their economic 
futures.rdquo;About the Author Aaron W. Smith is the founder and president of A. W. Smith Financial Group, Inc., a 
comprehensive financial planning firm based in Richmond, Virginia. Smith has more than ten years of experience in 
the financial services and insurance industries. He holds several securities and insurance licenses and is also a 
Registered Player Financial Advisor for the National Football League Players Association. 


